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SYMPHONY IN THE FLINT HILLS, INC.
OUR MISSION
Heighten appreciation and knowledge 
of the Flint Hills tallgrass prairie.
Symphony in the Flint Hills, Inc., works to build awareness 
for the last stand of tallgrass prairie. Throughout the year, we 
share the story of the Flint Hills worldwide through arts and 
cultural exhibitions in our Cottonwood Falls gallery, articles 
in our acclaimed Field Journal, and family fun at WoodFest. 
Each June, 7,000 kindred spirits join us for our Signature Event, 
where we showcase the region’s heritage and beauty through 
dialogue and music.
In the past year, we have explored WaterWays of the Flint Hills, 
through both a Smithsonian Exhibit with support from the Kansas 
Humanities Council and a local companion exhibit in partnership 
with the Nature Conservancy. This year’s Field Journal is the result 
of a year-long effort to understand how water shapes the land, the 
people, and the future of the Kansas Flint Hills.
We envision a future where our efforts inspire people to 
strengthen the Flint Hills by sustaining the region’s unique 






As Major Presenting Sponsor for Symphony in the Flint Hills 
through 2021, BNSF Railway is honored this year to celebrate 
WaterWays in the Flint Hills. From the banks of the Kansas River, 
Cyrus K. Holliday donated land to build the Kansas Statehouse 
and founded the Santa Fe Railway. Today, BNSF tracks follow 
those same waterways, to deliver Kansas products to the world. 
BNSF is proud to partner with Symphony in the Flint Hills to 




C O N T E N T S
Symphony in the Flint Hills Field Journal 2018, Volume X
WAT E RWAYS
Introduction: Never Cuss the Rain ........................................................................................... 7
Daddy Told Me........................................................................................................................ 15
NATURE: SH APED BY WATER
Geological Cycles of the Flint Hills ........................................................................................ 21
The Evolution of Stream Valleys in the Flint Hills ................................................................. 29
Springs of the Flint Hills ......................................................................................................... 35
Bison as Engineers of the Prairie Waterscape .......................................................................... 41
CULTURE: PEOPLE TO WATER
Water-Related Names in the Flint Hills ................................................................................. 51
Water Witching ..................................................................................................................... 59
The Little Dipper of the Flint Hills ........................................................................................ 64
Creek or Crick? ...................................................................................................................... 67
The Power of the Pump: Windmills in the Flint Hills ............................................................ 69
Tales of Butler County: Providence ........................................................................................ 73
Flint Hills Farm Ponds: Good, Bad, but Rarely Ugly .............................................................. 81
STRUCTURE: WATER TO PEOPLE
Go Jump in a Lake! ................................................................................................................. 91
Free-Flowing Water, Restrained .............................................................................................. 99
Dam Cedar Creek? ................................................................................................................ 105
Tree Invasion ........................................................................................................................ 111
Conclusion: Paradise Lost ..................................................................................................... 117Strata 3
Laura Berman
